January 8, Tuesday. Seward submitted the articles of a
proposed treaty between the United States and Prussia,
proposing an arbitrament of claims of citizens of the two
governments, which had been prepared and agreed upon
by himself and Baron Gerolt, the Prussian Minister. It
was asked, first I believe by Stanton, whether it embraced
or excluded those Prussians who were domiciled in the
Rebel region and who had sustained losses by the War.
Seward made a long talk, claiming it did not, because such
persons could not come under the law of nations. Brown-
ing undertook also to say the commissioners who would be
appointed would be sensible men, and would not give such
cases consideration. I asked why not, then, insert an arti-
cle excluding such. Stanton said that if a man were to
claim his house and was willing to submit to arbitration to
decide if the title was in him, it did not follow that he (S.)
would consent to arbitrate. After a long, full, and free dis-
cussion the opinion was unanimous against the treaty as
presented. Browning, perhaps, finally expressed no opinion
either way. Randall was absent. It was one of the frequent
mistaken schemes of our Secretary of State, who is not a
diplomatist, not a wise statesman, and is always unsafe,
notwithstanding he has plausible talent.

The President brought forward the question of issuing a
proclamation for more extended amnesty; referred to Mr.
Lincoln's successive proclamations, beginning with that of
September, 1862, and showing consistency and uniformity
of proceedings and views.

Stanton stated that he had this morning received a copy
of the act which had just passed the legislature of North
Carolina, granting amnesty and oblivion; said that all our
officers and soldiers were liable to be harassed and arrested
through the Southern States for trespass and injury;
thought it would be well there should be reciprocal am-
nesty. The suggestions struck all favorably and will, I
think, receive consideration and action.

Another matter the President remarked he wished to